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living with a German family and, when last seen after the
commencement of hostilities, was in a queue outside the
Swiss Consulate, The detective's investigations in
Marseilles were recounted with a vividness that did
credit to Durrant's mythopceic gifts, and Marie listened
with attentive interest to every detail. Vronsky left his
office shortly after Durrant's recital commenced, and
when it concluded, Marie, in a voice broken with sobs,
expressed her thanks.
"I'm most awfully sorry to have awakened sad
memories of your own child," said Durrant, " but Vron-
sky thought it might be some consolation to you to know
that your pathetic story isn't unique, and that the Welsh
coal magnate, despite his money and influence, failed in
his search just as you've done/'
" It was thoughtful of Boris," said Marie. ** He's
always been very kind and considerate to me which, of
Boris, is saying a great deal. I know my sudden demands
for leave of absence often irritated him exceedingly* and
I suppose if I hadn't been of real use to him, he'd have
given me the sack before now."
Marie was attracted by Durrant's soothing manner and
accepted a few of his invitations to lunch and supper.
Durrant profited by these occasions to re-emphasize the
hopeless futility of further search for Olga. He described
himself as an ex-officer, who had turned courier, and told
Marie about his travel experiences with wealthy clients in
Europe and Egypt, but let no mention of India escape
him. When Durrant made his adieus, at the commence-
ment of October, Marie thought he was returning to
Cairo for the tourist season. On her part, Marie made
no allusion to her pending retirement, which was a
profound secret between Vronsky and herself, and
Durrant imagined that Damaris, as a valued member of
the New Art Company* would remain in Vronsky's
employ for many years.
During Durrant's absence in Europe, the commission